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Abstract
A general problem in the structure theory of Banach spaces is to find a "nice" subspace in a general Banach space.  Two specific instances of this problem are

(1) Does every Banach space contain an isomorphic copy of $c_0$ or $\ell^p$, $1\leq p < \infty$?

(2) Does every Banach space contain a subspace with an unconditional basis?
It is now known that both of these questions have negative solutions.  This expository talk will explore the evolution in ideas from Tsirelson's solution to the first problem in the 1970's to Gowers and Maurey's solution to the second problem in the mid 1990's.
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