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Abstract
In this talk, we will first propose a nonparametric test based on early failures for the equality of two lifetime distributions against two alternatives regarding the best population. This procedure makes use of the precedence statistic which can determine the difference between the populations based on early (100q%) failures. We, then, generalize the test procedure to the k-sample case. Finally, we briefly discuss recent results obtained using the minimal Wilcoxon rank-sum precedence statistic.
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