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Abstract

Perhaps due to the trend in evidence-based medicine, there are increasing interactions between biostatisticians and clinicians.  In addition to seeking consultation services in study designs and data analysis, clinical researchers also ask for assistance in critical appraisal of the literature.  However, in a typical post-graduate course in biostatistics, there are usually no formal training in critical appraisal.  I therefore would like to take this opportunity to discuss the following topics with statistics faculty and students who are interested in applied biostatistics and consulting services.

* What is evidence-based medicine (EBM)

* What is critical appraisal (CA)

* Why is critical appraisal important

* Causation in clinical and epidemiological studies

* Role of statistics in EMB and CA
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