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Abstract
Given a number of different birthdays in a group of unknown size N, how can we estimate N? The problem is of interest in linking the fundamental birthday problem which considers the probability of some people in a group of size N sharing the same birthday. The alternative inverse birthday problem can be solved via two simple methods. Moreover, it is also useful for estimating the population size from occurrence data. An example of tree species abundance from a 50-ha forest plot is presented for illustration.
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